VFW Post 8870
and Ladies
Auxiliary
Upcoming Events Calendar 2011-12
Please take time to review the calendar and if there
are additions that are necessary, please contact the
Quartermaster at quartermaster@vfw8870.org or
call Elizabeth Mather at 425-672-0279.
March 1st
Deadline for Scout of the
Year
March 6th
Staff Meeting—Traner’s
Office
March 9th
Post Meeting – Edmonds
Senior Center—Nominations
for Officers 2012-13
March 10th
District Meeting—Boys and
Girls Club—Lynnwood
April 10th
Staff Meeting—Traner’s
Office
April 13th
Post Meeting – Edmonds
Senior Center—Nominations
for Officers & Election
May 5th
District Meeting—Boys and
Girls Club—Lynnwood
May 8th
Staff Meeting—Traner’s
Office
May 11th
Post Meeting – Edmonds
Senior Center
June 6th
Staff Meeting—Traner’s
Office
June 8th

Post Meeting – Edmonds
Senior Center—Installation
of Officers
State Convention – Northern
Quest Casino, Airway
Heights, WA
National VFW Convention,
Reno, NV
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Post Announces the Freedom
Scholarship for local High School
Students
Our Post will sponsor a new activity in our community high schools; the Freedom Scholarship program.
The scholarships, two for the Mukilteo School District and otwo for the Edmonds School District, will
be awarded to a deserving senior who will be attending college or trade school in the fall semester. The
$1,000 scholarships shall be paid directly to the student’s school account to help defray tuition costs,
fees, and expenses. Criteria for awarding the scholarship will be rigorous. The scholarships will require
an essay to be submitted explaining what freedom
means to the student and how our Constitution establishes and maintains a culture of freedom in our
county. The applicants will have to furnish a high
school transcript from their Junior and Senior years
and a resume that includes school sponsored activities they in which they were involved, leadership positions, jobs held, and service related activities in
which they have volunteered. To emphasize the
price of Freedom, each scholarship will be made in
the name of a local service member who died in Iraq
or Afghanistan defending our freedom.

Consider Including VFW Post 8870
in Your Estate Planning

If you’re like most folks, dealing with wills and estate
planning is far down the list of things you like to do.
However, regardless of age, we should all have a will
prepared to direct your final affairs. If you would like
st
July 21 -25th
to leave something to our Post, the easiest is a direct
bequest naming our Post. It could be a percentage of
your estate or a residual amount after your loved
St. Paddies Day Parade
ones have been taken care for. There isn’t room
Post Member Mike Reagan will be the Grand Marshall here to describe all the options available in estate
for the parade in Seattle on March 17th at 12:00AM.
planning, but your legal advisor can assist you in the
Mike would like veterans to march with him to supmany different methods to assist our Post and acport the Fallen Heroes Project along with Gold Star
complish it through strategic estate planning.
families. The parade starts at 4th and Jefferson.
June 21-23rd
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Auxiliary President’s Corner
Valerie Ehlers
Hi! Unforeseen health problems caused a cancellation of our February meeting. We would like to try
again for the Breakfast Bar ingathering to benefit
Northshore Nourish. It is a program designed to
help kids in school that don’t get breakfast at home.
If a child is hungry there are no questions asked, they
just go and get a breakfast bar. So, if you are coming
to the March meeting, please bring a box of breakfast
bars with you. If you cannot attend the meeting but
would like to help, either mail in a box of breakfast
bars or send a check made out to “Ladies Auxiliary
VFW #8870” that we can use to purchase some
breakfast bars. You can mail them to me, Valerie Ehlers, at 912 N 143rd St. #6, Seattle, WA, 98133.
Our March meeting will be held on Friday, March 9th,
shortly after Noon (depending on how soon we’re
done eating lunch) at the Edmonds Senior Center.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day, Everyone!

Relief Fund Committee
Adds New Members
The Relief Fund Committee recently lost a member,
Leroy Middleton who passed in January. As a result,
the remaining members, Fred Apgar and Jim Adams,
decided to add two additional members to the committee. Jim Blossey who is a long time resident of
Edmonds but fairly new to VFW and Carl Kurfess
were named to the Committee. The function of this
committee is to analyze the various requests we have
for funds and, after that review, recommend the expenditures from the Relief Fund to the Board and
ultimately to the Post for approval. The system has
been extremely effective in allocation of our resources to those most in need and fitting the parameters of allowable expenditures from the Relief Fund.
As in the past, if you come across a worthwhile project you think the Post should support, let one of the
committee members know and they will take it into
consideration.

Chaplain’s Corner—Rock Roth
As your Chaplain (and we have at least two others
far better and more qualified for this job than I – Ed
Gray and Dexter Miller), I would like to very briefly
confront our membership with a challenge that I believe is crucial to our country’s future and the education of today’s youth. That challenge is how our
courts and many of our fellow citizens have interpreted the First Amendment, commonly referred to
as the ‘establishment clause’, to the US Constitution
– “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” To many this means the freedom from religion not the freedom of religion as I strongly believe
it is intended and so states.
I am a Christian and I strongly believe that my religious beliefs play an essential role in my life. As a
Christian, I strongly believe I have a responsibility to
practice my religion on a daily basis; I also believe
that I have a responsibility to demonstrate and reflect the love of Christ for the benefit of others. I do
not, however, believe that I have the right to force
on others my beliefs – nor do I believe that they
have the right to force their beliefs on me, whether
they are Jewish, Buddhists, Muslims, atheists, or agnostics. I should be free to practice my religion in
the manner I believe; as should others. I believe this
is what the First Amendment to our Constitution
guarantees.
As VFW members, I believe we have a continuing
responsibility to our Nation’s youth (and others), to
serve as examples stressing what made and what
continues to make this Country of ours great. Our
Country was founded by men who clearly understood the inherent and God Given Right of Freedom
including Freedom of Religion and not Freedom from
Religion. The First Amendment to the US Constitution guarantees the right to worship (or not worship) our God in the way each individual or group of
individuals – a church - freely chooses

District One Meeting Coming Up
There will be a District Meeting at the Boys & Girls
Club on March 10th. Lunch is at 12:00 with the
meeting starting at 1:00. In addition, there will be a
memorial service for the District’s members who
have passed during the last year. This is a good opportunity to honor those members one last time.
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New Member Profiles
Allen Horne

Don Leslie

Allen is a native of New Hampshire. In 1966, he enlisted in the Air Force after graduating from high
school. After completing basic training at Lackland
AFB, Allen trained as an aircraft mechanic at Chanute
AFB. His first assignment introduced Allen to the
Pacific Northwest when he was assigned to Military
Airlift Command, which, at the time, was headquartered at McChord AFB. He remained at McChord
for four years after which he was deployed to
DaNang Air Base in South Vietnam. During his one
year tour of duty in Southeast Asia, Allen worked in
transit maintenance and performed repairs to any Air
Force aircraft that made unscheduled landings at
DaNang due to battle damage or mechanical problems. After his tour in SEA, Allen was assigned to
the famous 409th Bomb Wing, which was stationed at
Pease AFB. Following his discharge from the Air
Force in 1974, Allen worked at Boeing for the next
30 years. During his years at Boeing, Allen served in
the Washington Air National Guard and Air Force
Reserves.
Allen and his wife, Sharon, live in
Lynnwood. They have four children and one grandchild.

During his childhood, Don and his family moved all
over the United States since his father was a career
member of the Marine Corps. After graduating
from high school in San Diego in 1977, Don joined
the Navy. He was assigned to a destroyer for three
years, which was followed by a three year assignment to a mine sweeper. Following his discharge
from the Navy, Don moved to the Seattle area and
joined the Washington National Guard. In 1983, his
unit was activated and he served with a tank battalion that was stationed in Everett. In 1990, he became a Seattle City police officer. While serving as
a police officer, Don joined the Coast Guard Reserve served several years in port security. He then
transferred to the Army Reserves, and it was while
he was serving in this capacity, that his unit was activated, and Don served as the Postal Finance Officer
for all postal units in Iraq. While he was assigned to
Camp Victory in Iraq, his official duties had him traveling throughout the country. Don served a total of
26 years in the Armed Forces and continues to
serve as a police officer in Seattle. He and his wife,
Kristina, live in Edmonds, and they have four children.

ECC—Vets Resource Center
Thanks to the hard work of several individuals including my old friend George Smith, VP of Student
Affairs at ECC, the veterans attending ECC now
have their own room with a Veteran counselor to
assist them with GI Bill benefits, an area for studying,
and for just hanging with other vets. There’s even
coffee. Thanks to those who made it happen.

Nominations for Officers
Nominations for officers will be made at the March
meeting with additional nominations in April with the
vote for officers in April. If you are interested in
serving as an officer, please contact Fred Apgar and
let him know.
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Ameriprise
Financial

®

Robert J. Smith, CFP®, ChFC®
Private Wealth Advisor
Business Financial Advisor
RJ Smith & Associates
A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
110 James St., Suite 105
Edmonds, WA 98020
Tele: 425-640-8650 Toll Free 1-800-444-9115
robert.j.smith@ampf.com
Www.rjsmithandassociates.com
CA Insurance #0835016

Windermere RE/GH LLC

452-218-9993
Distinctive Real Estate Representation
Senior Real Estate Specialists (SRES) Approved
www.ClyborneRealEstate.com
ronclyborne@windermere.com

The Last Word
I was recently reading a blog online blasting VFW for their treatment of Vietnam veterans who attempted to join after returning from overseas. I guess I was startled by the bitterness that a lot of folks carried from 40 years ago and, quite frankly, I found it to be petty at best. It isn’t the first time I’ve run into it. I
was having lunch with a local banker a few years ago who was a Army helicopter pilot in Nam. After asking
him if he would like to join our Post, I had to listen to about his treatment from a VFW Post when he returned home. If my client hadn’t needed a loan from the guy, I would have got up and left. So I sat through
his diatribe, picked up the check, and secured the loan from the bank on behalf of my client.
I wonder how these folks reach out and support the veterans in our community? How do they instill
patriotism in our local schools? How do they reach out and support the young veterans returning home to
insure their benefits will be provided them? How do they reach out to the Gold Star families and say they
are sorry for the loss of a son or daughter? How do they assist WWII veterans with claims for benefits some
65 years after they have left the service. Perhaps they do, I can’t be the judge of their efforts. I know, however, that VFW does, and most certainly that Post 8870 does all of this and much more. So the next time
some guy unloads on you or me about his treatment 40 years ago, let it go in one ear and promptly out the
other.
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